The Book Corner: A Review of
Timmy Failure – Number 4
“I don’t have a lot of time to tell you this next part,
so I’m going to be brief. Corrina Corrina is so evil she
could scare the tail off a beaver. She is ruthless and
diabolical and cunning and immortal and destructive and
malicious and vicious and dishonorable and corrupt and
fraudulent and vile and nefarious and sordid and smelly
and apparently one time I kissed her.
And with all that said, I’m now running out of time. So
the point is this: Corrina Corrina stole the money. And I
will hunt her down and get it back or my name is not
Failure. And that means going wherever she goes.
And so, when my mother got to my hotel room that
afternoon, she could not get angry with me, for I was
already gone”.

A few weeks ago we were sent a book for my eldest lad to
review.
It seemed right up his alley and, as a reluctant reader, I
was really keen to see how he got on with the book and

also what he thought of it.
The book is called;

Timmy Failure. Number 4.
Sanitzed for your
protection.
It is written by Stephan Pastis.
It is the 4th book in the Timmy Failure series and charts the
crazy antics of a young chap called Timmy, who has his own
detective agency….but sadly he is a pretty terrible
detective!
It’s a really funny book that I would say is suitable for
children aged 7+. My eldest is 8 and managed it perfectly,
with just a little help here and there, and was heard
giggling his head off most nights whilst he was reading it. A
good sign that a kid is enjoying a book…
If your child liked reading Tom Gates or The Wimpy Kid
books, the Timmy Failure series is definitely up your Ubend…
In this particular book in the series, Timmy is using his
detective skills to find out who stole the money from, ‘Yip
Yap’. Yip Yap is the name given to a group of children from
Timmy’s school, who are trying to raise money for a boy called
Yergi Plimkin who sadly has no books. One week, they had a
whopping 120 dollars but the next week, they only had 12
cents!
Suspicion!
Conspiracy!

Intrigue!
…and some really very funny jokes ensue.
Timmy would usually be on the case, sleuthing his way to find
out who is responsible for such a terrible crime but this
time, there is a problem. Timmy can’t investigate because he’s
being dragged off on holiday to help his Mum’s new boyfriend,
Doorman Dave, move into his new house in Chicago. On the way
there, Mum’s car breaks down so her new friend Esther takes
him and Total the Polar Bear (Timmy’s best friend and ally who
loves to eat) to Chicago while Mum waits for the breakdown
truck. His Mum’s friend, Esther, just so happens to be the Mum
of a young lady called, Molly Moskins. And unfortunately,
according to Timmy, Molly has committed many crimes, and is a
prime suspect in the theft of Yip Yap’s money. He’s now riding
in a car with a criminal mastermind, who also happens to like
him…
Could life get any worse?!
Can he find out who stole Yip Yap’s money?
Can he survive this investigation with Molly Moskins
fluttering her eyelashes and demanding to dance?

My 8 year old LOVED reading this book.
He had lots of favourite bits, but he really loved the end,
which I can’t tell you about because that would spoil the
whole book, but lets just say, the ending hits all the right
notes and gives your child a little life lesson in the
process.
Luke, my eldest chap, said of the book;
I loved reading Timmy Failure! I now want to read the books
before this one so that it makes a bit more sense to me

because I wasn’t sure who some of the characters were to
start off with. It made me laugh lots and I really liked the
drawings on the pages, some of them were really funny. The
chapters weren’t too long so if I just wanted to read a
little bit I could and then read some more another day. I
think all my friends would like this book and I want to ask
school to get them in the library because then we can all
read them.”
So, I think it is pretty safe to say, he loved the book and
from what I read of it, I can completely see why!
It’s silly, funny, imaginative and not at all patronising to
it’s audience. The language used in the book is appropriate
and challenging (I’m not ashamed to admit that even I learnt a
new word in the form of Nefarious!) so the perfect fit for a
newly independent reader.
You can buy the Timmy Failure books here, as I say there are 4
in the series so far.
He also has his own website with games and other fun stuff on!
Do give it a visit.
My eldest gives the book 10 out of 10!
High praise indeed!

Disclosure: I was sent a free copy of Timmy Failure to
read and review. All words, thoughts and opinions are
my own.

